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ro THE 


RIGHT HONOURABLE 


Tux EARL or G 


MY LORD, 


From 4. thorough Knowledge of your 
Regards for the eſtabliſhed Religion of the 
State—from the Opportunities | have had 
of obſerving your conſtant Wiſhes and un- 
wearied Efforts to promote the Peace and 
good Order of the Country, and particu- 
larly of that County in which you reſide, 
and by every Individual of which you are 
reſpeaed and beloved, I am induced to 
preſent you with the following Pages :— 
Yourſelf a conſiderable Impropriator, muſt 
of courſe be materially intereſted on every 
Subject in which Tithes are involved; and 
however the following Reform in the Mode 
of collecting them may be adopted or reject- 
ed by your better Judgment, you will equal- 
ly, I truſt, conſider it as the Offspring of good 
Intentions, and as f/ conſtitute the only 
Merit of, ſo are they the only Plea I can make 
for this rude and ill-digeſted Syſtem. Of 
Town Pariſhes, for obvious Reaſons, I have 
ſaid nothing, nor am I ſufficiently acquaint- 
ed with the northern Parts of this King- 
dom, to be able to determine how far the 
A 2 Regulations 
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Regulations propoſed would te, or are 
neceſſary to be adopted there; but in the 
weſtern and ſouthern Provinces, I have no 
Doubt of their Expediency and Practicabi- 
lity; and therefore, for the Reſtoration of 
public Tranquility, and for removing all 
future Cauſes of Diſcontent, originating 
from Tithes, I beg Leave, with Deference 
and Humility, to recommend them to your 
Confideration, and the fair Diſcuſſion of 
the Public. One Advantage may refult 
from this fegble At that ſome abler 
Pen may be ſet in Motion by the Hints 
which have fallen from mine; in which 
Caſe I ſhall look upon myſelf as bearing 
ſome , Reſemblance to the merry Knight, 
not by having Wit myſelf, but by being, 
the Cauſe of it in others. | 


I have the Honor to be, with the greateſt 
Re ſpect and Attachment, 5 


Vor Lordſhip's obliged, 
„ moſt obedient 


f humble Servant. 
Merch 187, 1786. 
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Tus general diflike to the preſent mode of 
collecting tithes the alledge i oppreſſion of proc- 
tors, thoſe people ſo neceſſary to the clergy in 
the collection or in the ſetting of them the diſ- 
contents of the lower order of the people, which 
have continued for ſo many years occaſionally 
in different parts of this kingdom—and - the 
impracticability which ſeems to attend the ſup- 
preſſion of the outrages of thoſe people, com- 
mitted for the redreſs of grievances, founded on 
the manner by which the mcome of the clergy 
is gathered—have induced the author of the fol- 
lowing pages to ſubmit to the public, with re- 
ſpectful deference, a ſyſtem which he preſumes 
may materially tend to adjuſt the diſpute which 

has 
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has ſo long ſubſiſted between thoſe who are en- 
titled to receive, and thoſe who are obliged to 
pay the tenth part of the produce of the land.— 
He is aware of numberleſs objections to which 
this little plan is liable - but coming from which 
party they will from the clergy and lay im- 
propriators on the one ſide—or from lie laity 
on the other he heſitates not to propheſy and 
ante- manum to pronounce, they will turn out to 
be the mere ebullitions of ſelf-intereſt, and the 


| ſpirit of oppoſition, 


_ © He lays down, as his principia, the two fol- 
lowing ax ioms— That the clergy naturally wiſh 
to retain. all thoſe advantages of power or of 
emolument to which the laws and uſage of the 
land have heretofore given them claim, and 
which are confirmed to them by more recent 
acts of the legiſlature. —The laity again as natu- 
rally wiſn to abridge thoſe claims, as they would 
thereby acquire an addition of power, at leaſt 
of wealth to themſelves. - Theſe are the ſtum- 
bling-blocks to be removed, without which a 
final and permanent adjuſtment can never be ef- 
feuated. To the firſt 1 hold out the language 
of moderation, and , propoſe no material inno- 
vation ;—l offer them peace and harmony with 
- | their 


E 
their pariſhioners ; and ſtability, ſafety, and eaſe 
in their revenues and the collection of them. 
I propoſe then (I ſpeak chiefly of the ſouth and 
weſt of Ireland; but I ſee no reaſon why it ſhould 
not hold univerſally) that an average of the in- 


come ariſing from tithe, &c. of each plowland 
(or otherwiſe as the caſe may be) in each pariſh 
or union, be taken tor any preceding term of 
years (I ſhall ſay for the laſt ſeven); and that 
this average - rate ſo taken ſhall ſtand for the 
time to come in lieu of ſuch tithes and eccleſi- 
aſtical dues as each reſpective pariſh had for the 
antecedent term ad] paid. I propoſe that a 
regiſtry of ſuch adjuſtment be made in each 
pariſh; and depoſited with the miniſter and 
church-wardens, | or among the records of the 
county in which ſuch pariſh lies; and that the 
ſame ſhall be ſufficient evidence in any differ- 
ence between the incumbent and the pariſhioner, 
touching the ſum to be annually paid, or the 
mode of collecting it; or, to obviate any ob- 
jections to which ſuch regiſtry may be liable, 
let the incumbent be allowed to make leaſes, not 
exceeding twenty- one years, of the reſpective 
tithes of ſuch plowland or other determination 
of ground, at ſuch valuation, and #0'dther, to the 
landlords or other proprietors of the ſame, or to 
any 
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any of the tenants on the ſaid denomination for 
any unexpired term, not exceeding twenty - one 
years, which he or they have by leaſe from the 
landlord, or any other perfon entitled to make 
the ſame. I next propoſe, as ſome equivalent 


for what the clergy may loſe by this ſettlement, 
that they be impowered to drive and take diſ- 
treſſes, and diſpoſe .of them according to law 
and the uſual cuſtom, as in other caſes, for the 
recovery of the rents thus apportioned to each 
denomination ; and I propoſe that the average, 
thus conſtituted the ſubſtitute for tithes and other 
eccleſiaſtical dues, fhall be ſtruck by a jury con- 
ſiſling of an equal aumber of clergy and laity | 
taken-from other pariſhes, or even other dio- 
ceſes than thoſe herein the parties concerned 
do reſule with an appeal, in caſe of non · agree 
Aſſine, or to any of the Judges of any of the 
King's Courts, as may be determined by the 
legiſlature; and that the award on ſuch appeal 
be fical-and concluſive. Tg abviate any objec · 
tion which may occur from the riſe or fall in the 
price of proviſious, I. further propoſe, that it 
ſhall and may be in the power, and at the op- 
tion of eialer party, on the expiration of, every 
*. to demand a xew. en the tithes 


and 


* 
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and eccleſiaſtical dues ariſing on each denomi- 
nation of land: when by a ſimilar proceſs a new 
valuation ſhall be ſtruck for any future term, 
not exceeding twenty- one years, that may be 
agreed upon, or that an act of parliament may 
appoint:7 H however it ſhould happen that the 
landlords, or the ſolvent tenants on the reſpec- 
tive plowlands, * Sci ſhould Fefwſe to take out 
ſuch leaſes, let the clergyman or impropriatot 
be empowered, according to his choice, to make 
a leaſe, agreeable to the valuation, to any · other 
perſon ' ar perſons, or to recover from the farms 
the yearly rent or fum ſo awarded in lieu of tithe, 
by diſtreſs and fale of the goods of the different 
occupiers, or (to giye no offence) by civil bill, 
to which a regiſter of the valuation fhall-be-fuf- 
ficient evidence. But this I ſhould ſuppoſe to 
be an unneceſſary clauſe, if there be any re- 
mains of equity or juſtice in the land, or if 
landlords and their leſſees will confider their own 
real advantage, or pay any regard to the N= 
and Or the nation. 

AE 9 ie | 1 | 
* To ane Laddrefs myſelf on als. 
ſcore of their: being either legiſlators themſelves, 
or the body from whom government expect ſup- 
port in the due execution of the laws, and to 
5 B | whom 
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whom the peaccable' well di ſpoſed ſubject looks 
up for protection. It never was within my con- 
templation to inſringe upon their properties, or 
10 interfere with their rights; and when. I pro- 
poſed to give the clergy a power to diſtrain heir 
tenantry, I was as tenacious of their privileges 
as they themſelves could have wiſhed me to be. 
For though the right to tithes is prior to the 
right of any landlord in this kingdom to his 
| eſtate, whether we conſider him as holding by 
preſcription, by grant, or by purchaſe, yet I 
ſhould yield to him the firſt place, in enforcing 
the pay ment of his rents, provided he acted 
fairly. without colluſion with the tenam, or pro- 
judice to the parſon, and provided he did not 
ſaffer his grounds ſo to run in arrear, as that 
after his demand was fatisfied, there remained 
not ſuffic ent diſtreſs for the payment of the in- 
cumbent. The landlord, if this ſyſtem ſhould 
obtain, may hold a leaſe of the tithes of his 

whole eſlate at a very caly appraifement, and 
by adding it to the rent which he fets his (W 
nine ſhares for, he aſcertains to his tenantry the 
entire of their difburſements—he puts them into 
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ſive litigations of a biſhop's-court, and by theſe 

means encourages agriculture, to the advantage 

of the nation, and the reelaiming of the n 
to the enriching of himſelf, 8 


To the elle and the poor cottagers, 
1 ſpeak with every feeling for their poverty and 
their diſtreſſes, which ſhould not have the exiſt- 
ence of an-hour if my ability could redeem them 
from their wretchedneſs ; but to them 1 hold 
out conſiderable benefit from the plan propoſed. 
Let me review the general practice, as it now 
ſtands, and the evil and expenſive conſequen- 
ces attendant on the preſent mode of tithe-ſet- 


ting. 


| A xoT108 is given in each pariſh, that on a 
certain day the miniſter or his proctor will hold 
a general - fitting (in fact an auction) of the 
tithes of that pariſh ; every poor man, whoſe 
entire ſowings are probably but barely ſufficient 
| for the yearly maintenance of him and of his 
family, muſt attend, at the trouble perhaps of a 
walk for ſome miles, and at the loſs of a day's 
labour in the buſieſt ſeaſon of the year (the 
harveft) ; I ſay he muſt attend, for otherwiſe the 
tenth part ot the very ſcanty ſupport of himſelf, 

B 2 of 
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of his wife, of his children, of all that are dear 
to him, may be ſold off to another, to ſome 
idle adventurer, who was too lazy to till his 
own ground, who perhaps had turned it to other 
purpoſes, or, who having no land (it may be) 
has accumulated enough to entitle him to bid 
at this auction, by ſmuggling, to the deſtruction 
of the revenue and the fair trader, or perhaps 
by the more unjuſtifiable means of ſharping and 
ſtealing. The conſequences that follow muſt 
be, either that the poor occupier muſt pay to 
this canter (as he is called) an exorbitant præ- 
mium to recover the labour of his own hands, 
or he will ſubtradt and overhold his tithes from 
this worthy ſubſtitute of the parſon ; or if he 
ſubmits, he muſt caſt about for means to feed 
himſelf and his family for a tenth part (or above 
thirty-ſix days) of the enſuing year, the provi- 
ſion for which has been thus /zgally wreſted from 
him.—Work is not always to be had; beſides 
what labour he can ſpare from his own field, he 
is obliged to give to his immediate landlord, 
either as a duty, or in payment of that rent 
which he has no other means of diſcharging. 
In either of theſe caſes the poor cottager is un- 
done, by getting into the power of the canter, 
_ whoſe views are generally rapacious, whether 

he 
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he takes. the tithes for his own uſe (for then 
he is hungry and too ſevere in gathering them) 
or whether he takes them for profit, and ex- 
acts the præmium before- mentioned. By get- 
ing into ſuch hands, I ſay, the poor cotta- 


ger gets into the talons of a vulture; at the 
time of payment he finds the ſum too exorbi- 
tant and his creditors inexorable ; the payment 
is enforced, perhaps, through the medium of 
a petty court, and the coſts and principal too 
frequently ſtrip him to his ſkin, and turn him 
out to nakedneſs and want ; has the poor wretch 
a cow, a horſe, or a few ſheep? They are taken 
up and fold for the debt, and years of toil and 
honeſt induſtry cannot replace them ; again, 
by ſubtrafling his tithes, he is ſo much worſe, 
in proportion as the expence, to which the 
ſuing for them will ſubject him, is long inter- 
vals greater. In the latter caſe, that is, ſup- 
poſing the poor cottager reduced to the actual 
want of a tenth part of his year's ſubſiſtence, he 
and his family muſt give up their little ſtraw 
built roof, muſt brave the inclemency of the 
weather in the honeſt but indolent occupation 
of begging, or he muſt ſally forth in deſpair with 
a halter round his neck to range for prey among 
his more fortunate. neighbours. Hinc ille lach- 


ryme. 
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rymæ. From hence iffue the fwarms of beggars 
with which every road is ſpread, from hence 
iſſue rioters, robbers and whiteboys, with which 
every county is infeſted ; not but that there are 
other cauſes real or ĩimaginary, and more ſources 
for thoſe evils ; but that the above recited ſpecies 
of oppreſſion may prove a nurſery for ſuch, I 
do believe few will deny. I ſhall now ſuppoſe 
what luckily happens to be the more general 
caſe, that the pariſhioner takes his fithes in 
perfon from the clergyman or his proctor, and 
paſſes an obligation accordingly ; in this caſe, 
though there are few inſtances of hardſhip or 
oppreffion, either in the bargain ſtruck, or in 
the ſubſequent ſeeking for payment, yet there 
is great inconvenience and ſome evil to accrue; 
in general there are no meetings more crowded 
than thoſe tithe markets, acquaintances from the 
extremites of the pariſh are brought together ; 
Whiſkey, that poiſon of the multitude, that 
bane of the public tranquility, is is at hand in 
unlimited abundance ; revellings certainly, and 

riots probably enſue, their little money is ex- 
changed ſor this pernicious beverage, their time 
is miſpent, their hay or corn neglected, damag- 
ed, perhaps loft, and not unnaturally does the 
ſuppoſition follow, nor unfrequently does it 


happen, 
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To obviate then the poſſibility of the more 
| calamitous conſequences attending the preſent 
mode of manufacturing | tithes (if I may uſe the 
ex preſſion) and to remedy the probable, if not, 
certain inconveniences with which it is followed, 
I now call upon the humanity of the clergy, and 
on the folf-intereft of the tenant, for the ready 
concurrence and acquieſcence of both, in a ſyſ- 
tem which grants ſecurity to the revenues of 
the one, and relief to the diſtreſſes of the other. 
The former are eſtabliſhed in their incomes with 
u certain knowledge of their amount, they col 
le&t them wirh eafe: and the good will of their 
pariſhioners; they get rid of the incumbrance 
of valumors, of proctors, of petty courts, and 
the very irkſome and illiberal toils af public 
tithe ſettings ; they ceaſe to have troubleſome 
and | yexatious ſuits ba ſubtractians; they are 
Uithes in kind, which only impairs the good 
underſtanding that ever ought to fabſiſt between 
the ſhepherd and bis 'ftock, and in ſtiort, they 
. my pine chat 1 
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will not ſuffer myſelf to apprehend from them 
a rejection of this ſyſtem ; I even preſs it on 
motives of ſelf-intereſt, ſo far at leaſt as they 
can conſider themſelves interefted about their 
own peace and tranquility, or about the more 
general peace and good order of their pariſhes; 
they. may, and probably will loſe ſomewhat of 
their former [nominal income, but let them place 
in the ſcale, againſt that loſs, the rea} diſburſe · 
ments to proctors, to appraiſers, for entertain- 
ments at 'tithe ſetings; the loſſes which they 
often ſuſtain by the failure or villainy of proctors, 
with-a- numerous: train of: etcieteras, and they 
wilt find the balance equal) if not preponderating 
in their ſavour, but were it even otherwiſe, I 
hold that reſpectable body in too high eſti mation 
to imagine they would oppoſe any mercenary 
views of e e * of 
W n Jovodilli bas : 
Olde! en n 
SER tacit; the 3 body of 4 
laity, and the poor cottager in particular, will be 
benefited by an adoption of this ſcheme. The 
firſt and greateſt (for I ſhall. ever be their advo- 
cate) will be the reſtoration of peace and good 
order; the final extinction of hat they have 
ſtiled a grievance, an exemption from the impo- 
fitiong 


| En) 
dises er Pran, the efationt ce, dr 
expence of proſecutions upon fubtrations, the 


danger of having a part of their ſubſiſtence wreſt- 
ed from them, or being obliged to pay more 
than the value of it, no interruptions to they. 
induſtty, no farther temptations to lead them, 
or provocations to drive them on the ſcots of 
tithes, at leaſt into riot or any of thoſe outrages 
which the inſulted "laws of their country will 
aſſuredly viſit for, and which can only be attoned 
for on a gibbet. For whatever term, not ex- 
ceeding twenty-one years, which the leaſe the 
landtord grants to the tenant is to run, for the 
ſame term, does he hold His tithe, and in pro- 
portion as his own induſtry raiſes's profit on che 
nine parts which he rents from the lord: bf the” 
oll, fo will it faiſe a profit'on the rent part 
which he rents from the pat fon of the part: 
wheteas withourt'this regulation nom propoſed,” 
arid om the old footing, he muſt every year pay © 
the full tiche! ler it enereaſe as it will, aud by 
16 Going, Be conifideribly leſſers the profit” 
which he © otherwife derive from his / 
farm arc Hom tits induſtry. * It happens in 
mau A w in new let farms, that the 
fun paick to the elergyman amovnts to a fourth 
or Afth of the rent paid to the landlord ; what 

| C occaſions 
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occaſions this but the induſtry of the farmer? 
Alar on induſtry, as this muſt- prove, fits the 
moſt uneaſy of all others whatſoever, and. in 
every well regulated government is probabl Y., 
the laſt. reſorted to. However in the caſe of 
tithes, there can be no redreſs, and unleſs the 
occupiers (landlords as well as tenants) will 
conſent to, ſome ſyſtem. like the one contained 


in theſe ſheets, they muſt ever remain ſubject 


ta it, with all its inconveniencies and hardſhips. | 


70 77 1 6 | inn. 


Ir ia ei 29; apecnpe compating the utter 
abolition af tithes, ,.and. thoſe deluded people 
(if any, there be);who; are, weak. or diſorderly , 
enough to endeayour it, will only find vexation, 
diſquict, and infurmquntable difficulty in the pro- 
cels, and bitterneſs, diſgrace, and ruin inthe end, 
Bus let it begranted that the project is practicabie, 
hom are the tenantry benefited by; it? Not at, 
all, ſor vou may;rely. upon it your, landlords, 
ay wot leaſt on | their: new, ſettings) 
Pay for the tegth. part, which, by fxipping the. 
church. of it, muſt of courſe in future became 
theirs. When you now, ſtrike a bargain for 
farm you. don't; give ſo much for it by a tenth, 
—_—_— eee + dae 
a oc 67 %% 102 pere 
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were it tithe free; you make allowance and a 
ſuitable deduction from your propoſal, to com- 
penſate for the proportion which the laws oblige. 
you pay to the church ; aad of neceffity, if 
this proportion ceaſed to flow in that channel, 
the landlord would naturally turn it into the 
fame courſe with the other parts which he is 
already poſſeſſed of, ſo that gaining nothing by 
the exchange it is much more for your advan- 
tage that the clergy ſhould be continued and con- 
firmed in their poſſeſſions ; and the rather as 
you thereby multiply the number of benefac- 
tors to yourſelves, or at leaſt more generally 
diffuſe the means from which, in your diſtreſſes, 
you may expect comfort and aſſiſtance. In a 
word, by conforming to a certain ſtated invaria- 
ble regulation, you aſcertain your own outgoings 
and your own incomes. You know with preci- 
ſion how you can feed, cloath, and educate 
your children—what portions you can afford to 
give - what proſpects you can form for them 
you may then ** ſit down every man under his 
on vine, and under his own fig-tree,” 
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ſiſting, I do not heſitate to propoſe, that the 
leſſees be immediately obliged either to ſurren- 
der thoſe leaſes, or acquieſce in common with 
all others who have tithes to ſet, with the regu · 
lations herein before ſet forth. Either they have 
intereſts by thoſe leaſes worth, retaining, or they 
have not; if they have, let them be contented 
with ſuch a reaſonable and eaſy profit as their 
tithes, ayeraged upon the land as before-men- 
tioned, may afford; and if they have not. it 
were a. pity not io reſcue the poor from. the ex- 
tortions which avarice muſt have recourſe to in 
order to force a ſurplus over that rent, which 
they have covenanted to pay to the leſſor. A 
partial evil ſhould never ſtand in the way of the 
public good: nor can it ever be deemed policy 
in a nation to ſuffer the many to ſtarve, that a 
few may eat beef and pudding. I am therefore 
clearly. for deſtroying all leaſes and covenants 
that militate againſt a general redreſs ; at the 
ſame time I am for eſtabliſhing every. one where 
tho leſſee complies with the regulations to be 
(I hope) adopted, and acts without prejudice to 
the ſtipulated payments to his landlord. I have 
man, or Incumbent ;. but I mean under ſuch de- 
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boldly anſwer for the heart; and however the 
the body of the clergy, of which I am an un- 
worthy and inſignificant member, may condemn 
the reform which I have with humility ſuggeſt- 
ed; or however the ill-judging part of the laity 
may ſpurn at it, I hope to be excuſed from apo- 
logizing to the one, or thinking myſelf an obje& 
for the ſcorn of the other. Should both parties 
agree to my arbitration, the end I propoſed will 
be fully anſwered, and my reward, compriſed 
in their approbation, will exceed either my 
merits or my moſt ſanguine hopes. On the 
contrary, ſhould my award be rejected by both, 
I ſhall not therefore relinquiſh my opinion of 
its equity, however I may lament the failure 
of its fucceſs. I have heard of a ſpecies of 
amuſement among a certain deſcription of men, 
of challenging (as it is called) any matter of 
property, to which they may take a liking, be- 
longing to another, who challenges ſomething in 
return, an-award is ſtruck by one of the com- 
pany and declared ; if the parties agree, the 
bargain is concluded; but ſhould they both diſ- 
agree, there lies no impeachment againſt the 
rectitude of the award. It is notwithfManding 
deemed as equitable as if both were fully con- 
ſenting. Let this be applied to the preſent, or 
| any 
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any other caſe, it will be found to have equal 
weight in eſtabliſhing the juſtice of the deciſion. 
Should again one party declate a readineſs to 
conform to thoſe regulations, and the other not, 
even in that caſe, before the ſyſtem was damn- 
ed, it would be adviſeable to ſift the objections 
of the diſſenters, and to try ſome farther expe- 
dients for removing them; but this will more 
properly conſtitute a ſubject for another letter, 
to be publiſhed or not, according to the recex- 
tion which this may meet with from the public. 
The author only adds, that he himſelf is (tho? 
but inconſiderably) beneficed in the church, and 
therefore ought to be looked upon as a man 
ready to give authority to his words by the un- 
equivocal teſt of actions, and by being imme- 
diately willing to conform to his own doctrine, 
to affix the ſeal of ſincerity to his intentions. 


F IN I. S. 


